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Since the establishment of the
pioneering Lapa Rios Ecolodge in Costa
Rica in the early nineties, the term
eco-hotel has conjured images of a rustic
property setin the rain forests of Central
America. Lately, however, more
and more hotels are challenging this
stereotype by going green in the most
unlikely of places—the urban center.
“Thereissperfect storirinthe
Hality industry right now,” sdys
Saunders, president of Ecoloyical
Salutions, a Boston-based hospital
comsyltancy. “Energy prices h shot
through e rootjustasthaSich itectural
world is offering an abundance of
efficient new ‘green’ technologies.”
City hotels have responded by
adopting a slew of eco-friendly initiatives.
Sheraton has introduced fuel cells—
small, ultraclean power plants with up to
twice the efficiency of fossil fuels—at
four urban outposts from New York to
San Diego. Hyatt has turned to
renewable energy sources (wind,
hydro, and solar) in two Dallas locations.
Some properties, including a Marriott
and a Hilton, are even seeking difficult-
to-attain Leadership in Energy and
Environmental Design certificates
from the U.S. Green Building Council,
which can yield significant tax benefits.
Atthe same time, these hotels
are busy touting their environmental
innovations to consumers, proving that
eco-savvy business is also good PR.
—AARON CLARK
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A journey as inspiring onboard as on shore.
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oin us on our new Grand River Cruisesw Ship,
River Royale, the most elegant ship on European
waters. Sail along the Rhéne and Sadne Rivers
through the heart of Burgundy and Provence,
visiting sun-blessed landscapes and centuries-old
villages, open-air markets and quaint shops. Marvel
at the scenery beloved of poets and painters on the
100th anniversary of Cézanne. Explore, taste and
indulge in fine wine at famous vineyards. Onboard
the incomparable River Royale, let our chefs dazzle
you with delectable menus in the culinary tradition
of Southern France.

Connoisseur’s
Provence This memorable Provence Grand River Cruise is
9D just one of 30 remarkable, all-inclusive Uniworld
B 619/ $ itineraries that take you throughout Europe,
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Russia, China, Egypt and South America.

UNIWERLD.

The Value of Experience~

82,748

Voted Top 10
World’s Best Small
2 Ship Cruise Line

*Includes roundtrip airfare, transfers, deluxe outside stateroom, all meals and entertainment onboard and exclusive excursions. 2006 price
listed is per person based on Category § stateroom, double occupancy with departures from NYC/BOS on 4/12/06. Air taxes/government
fees, fuel surcharges and port charges are additional, For complete details, Terms and Conditions please visit our website at www.uniworld.com

For a Brochure and Free DVD,
See Your Preferred Travel Professional or call

800-645-0797

Visit us at www.uniworld.com




